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Amt-ndmenjg to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 

the implication: 



Listinff nf Claims: 
1-5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently amended): A method of manufacturing piezoelectric ceramics, 
rtnmp-rinfl ft comprisin g the steps of: 

&*k*g disposing a green compact comprising a piezoelectric ceramic powder 
while LuutuLting with thn mvrfaee-ef on a supporting member whose surface htmag 
haa porosity of 5% or less and flatness 20 pm or lessiasd 

fl^ P tw warn comp e l gMlg cpjatactmg with the surface of the supporting 

member . 

7. (Currently amended): The method of manufacturing piezoelectric ceramics 
according to claim 6, wherein the supporting member have has_a surface flataooo 
rou ghness Ra of 3 pm or less. 

8. (Original) The method of manufacturing piezoelectric ceramics according 
to ■ laim 6, wherein the green compact is fired while being interposed between a pair 
of ihe supporting members. 
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9. (Original) The method of manufacturing piezoelectric ceramics according 
to claim 6, wherein the supporting member contains a crystal of at least one kind 
selec ted from the group consisting of alumina, beryllia, zirconia, magnesia, muUite, 
spinal structure, bismuth layer-structured compound, compound of tungsten bronze 
stru. ture, compound of Pb-based perovskite structure, compound of niobium-based 
perovskite structure and compound of tantalum-based perovskite structure. 

10. (Original) The method of manufacturing piezoelectric ceramics according 
to claim 6, wherein the supporting member comprises zirconia containing at least 
one kind selected from the group consisting of CaO, MgO, Y 2 0 3 and rare earth 
elements. 

11. (Currently amended): The method of manufacturing piezoelectric ceramics 
according to claim [[6]] 9, wherein the crystal constituting the supporting member 
has an average grain size of 5 to 30 um. 

12. (Currently amended): The method of manufacturing piezoelectric ceramics 
according to claim 6, wherein the green compact comprising a stock material 
Bie/ aglectric ceramic powder of a perovskite compound containing Pb is fired while 
being inserted into a sealed space. 

13. (Currently amended) The method of manufacturing piezoelectric 
ceramics according to claim 12, which satisfies the relations represented by the 
following expressions (1) and (2): 

1.0001 x (V2 + V3) < VI < 4.0000 X (V2 + V3) (1) 
0.02 x V3 < V2 < 50 x V3 C2) 
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where VI denotes a volume of a sealed space, V2 denotes a volume of a supporting 
memb er. and V3 denotes a volume of a green compact, when a heavy objee* 
sm arting member having surface roughness Ra of 1 urn or less, flatness of 20 urn 
or le.m and a volume V2 is placed on ft the green compact having a volume V3 and 
they are inserted into ft the sealed space having a volume VI. 



14-30. (Canceled) 

31. (New) The method of manufacturing piezoelectric ceramics according 
6, w herein the supporting member is a sintered body. 
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